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f .  “School Economic Atlas,’’ by Bartholomew & Lyde (Ox- 

Coiitajns maps sho~ving grasslands and the distribution 
ford University Press) 

of sheep throughout the world. 
5. Physical and political maps of the continents 
6. Outline maps 

The writer has purposely planned the course to center about 
one industry. It is assumed that children in certain parts of 
Worcester could not visit this factory, and another industry would 
have to be selected for them. One teacher in this city has success- 
fully associated the study of a cold storage plant with the study of 
farming. A teacher must take conditions as she finds them and 
work out her own basis of relationship. The writer does insist 
that it is time f o r  teachers to  find some basis of connection for 
the work in geography in the primary grades. Too often teachers 
develop with children isolated topics in geography, history, indus- 
trial arts or literature, according to the course provided by the 
city system. The relation of the topic to the whole scheme of 
work is thus ignored, and much of the cultural value of school 
wcrk is lost. 

GEOGRAPHICAL * PUBLICATIONS 

The Project Method in Education. By Mendel E. Branom. 282 pp.; 
bibliogr., index. Richard G. Badger, Boston, 1919. $1.75. 8 x 5%. 

The book contains not only much information concerning the project 
method in education, both theoretical and practical, but also much sound 
pedagogy and good common sense. Though a strong advocate of the pro- 
ject method, the author does not take an extreme view nor does he attempt 
to center all school work around it. To quote his own words, “To attempt 
to organize all school work about project problems is unwise. Much of 
the school work should undoubtedly center around project problems, but 
to seek to organize a course of study exclusively about them, always con- 
spicuously setting them up before the pupil, is to set up an artificial, 
formal organization that does not by any means exelusively and dominantly 
prevail in adult life. ” 

I n  the opening chaptei. the author deals in some detail with the idea 
that the project method is the way of growth through which man is dif- 
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ferentiated from other animals. The animal instinctively makes certain 
adjustments to his environment. Man, in common with the others, also 
makes these instinctive adjustments, but he can also think, plan, and engage 
in sustained thought, and can intellectualize his activities in a way that 
differentiates him from other animals. The public schools have been estab- 
lished not with the idea of preparing the children for an animal existence, 
but for the purpose of fitting them for human existence. It follows, 
therefore, that the activities of the school are concerned primarily with the 
project method, which is Nature’s particular way of deveIoping the child 
as a human being. 

Having thus established the necessity of using the project method in 
education, the author points out its abuses, its dependence on the child’s 
personal world as a starting point, and the necessity of the teacher’s realiz- 
ing the steps by which the child moves from his personal world farther into 
the larger world. 

The second chapter deals with the evolution of the project from the 
general to the specific vocabulary of the educational field. Having estab- 
lished the place of the. project in the educational world, the significance of 
motivation in school work, and the opportunity given by the project method 
for motimting that work, the author then deals more in  detail with methods 
of teaching by this modern method of learning by means of it, and the 
difference between project questions, project exercises, and project prob- 
lems. 

Manual projects receive an entire chapter. So also do history and geog- 
raphy. These are the subjects in the school curriculum which lend them- 
selves most readily to the project method. These chapters are valuable not 
only because of the information given concerning the connection of geog- 
raphy and history with and their development through the project method, 
but also because of the significant topics which are discussed. For  ex- 
ample, in the chapter on history the less provincial aspect of the subject 
which should be dealt with in the schools, and the need of placing more 
emphasis on present history and the making of history that is going on 
under our eyes, are treated at some length. 

In the chapter on geography the teaching of the snbject through pro- 
ject questions, project exercises, and project problems is discussed, as are 
also many other important phases, such as the present great interest in  
geography and its reflection in the schools, the relation between life forms 
and physical environmeht, types of lessons, and need of motivation and 
the methods by which it can be accomplished. 

The reorganization of the course of study with the project method in 
mind, and the preparation of the teacher, are each discussed at length. At  
the close of the book a lengthy list of references on the topics considered 
in the different chapters is given. 

The book is a contribution to the professional literature of the teacher. 
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Much benefit may be derived from it especially if the teacher will read it 
slowly and digest it thoroughly. It will make for a decided growth on the 
part of the reader if he will read one chapter a t  a time, work out some of 
the very suggestive questions and problems given, put the ideas gained 
into practical use in the school-room, and note the results. 

One cannot read the pages on the “project of life” without gaining 
some inspiration for one’s own life project and pausing to reflect somewhat 
on the nature of that project and its aims. 

One not only agrees with the statement that “the acme of good teach- 
ing is reached in getting the child to engage whole-heartedly in worth- 
while, purposeful activity,” but is grateful t o  the author fo r  putting this 
aim of every good teacher into so concise and appealing a form. 

NELLIE B. ALLEN, 
Fitchburg, Mass. 

NOTICE 

The May issue of the Journal of Geography will be devoted to  Prize 
Essays. If extra copies of this important number are desired they should 
be ordered without delay that a sufficiently large edition may be printed. 

Many requests have been received f o r  the Jmrnal of Geography, Val. 
15, No. 9 (May, 1917). The office of the Journol will be glad to  buy copies 
of this number at $5 cents each. 

For an opportunity to obtain back numbers of the Journal see the 
advertisement on the opposite page. 
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